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Today’s Date, 2009

The Honorable Mark Udall
317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC, 20510

RE: TSA Security Directive SD 1542-04-08F
Dear Senator Udall:
The latest proposed “Security Directive” from the Transportation Security Administration is a poorly thought-out scheme that attempts to solve a non-existent problem.   This directive requires that all personnel accessing the ramp at airports either have a security badge for that airport, or be escorted by someone who does.  If implemented, it will severely cripple of even destroy General Aviation activities and businesses at approximately 280 commercial airports in the United States.
Those of us in aviation are well aware of the need to protect our airports and have been doing so before and since 9/11.  We know who is supposed to be there and who is not and the latter bear scrutiny.  This all happens automatically without the need for any more government expense or employees and without the need to treat citizens at airports like criminals.    No one will argue with security, but this is a nation in a lot of hurt.  General aviation is a huge economic generator that polices itself very well.  Why are we doing this?   According to one airport manager in Colorado, “We've just taken a major step in shutting down the nation's General Aviation system."
All U.S. pilots carry existing badges that are universal –  their pilot’s license.  That, along with a photo ID like a driver’s license, is all that is needed to “badge” us and is valid at every airport in the country.  People working at airports are known to their fellow co-workers and thus are clearly identifiable at all times.  Anyone not readily identifiable is questioned.  This process is not only cost effective but also, and most importantly, has gone on continually since the dawn of aviation.  Never has a terrorist act been promulgated through General Aviation facilities at any airport in the United States.
What is particularly concerning is that the TSA is attempting to impose these measures as a Security Directive, which is equivalent to internal policy.  Consequently, there is no requirement for public notice or input, and no rulemaking process.  This Security Directive is a separate and distinct threat to General Aviation compared to that of the the Large Aircraft Security Program (LASP,) which was subject to public comment under the notice of the proposed rulemaking, Docket TSA-2008-0021.
I ask you and your colleagues in the Senate to tell the TSA that attacking the freedom of U.S. citizens in our own country will not be tolerated and will not be funded.  There is a limit to how much freedom the citizens of this country will allow the government to seize before rising up against it by whatever means is necessary.   If we allow these types of draconian measures to be implemented without input from the stakeholders, we’ve lost the war against terrorism.
Sincerely,

Your name

The organization you represent, if appropriate     

